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Hello and a huge warm welcome to Nottingham Lakeside Arts.   

A Midsummer Night's Dream has been adapted, critiqued, painted, filmed, composed, choreographed and 
more since it was written over 400 years ago. It is likely Shakespeare wrote it during a time associated with 
his most lyrical work, having recently completed Romeo and Juliet, and the characters, complex plot, 
motifs, poetry, and themes have engaged and occupied scholars and artists ever since. Certainly, as we 
have explored the play in rehearsal, it continues to provide countless opportunities for discussion and fun. It 
does that most theatrical of things so well – making us think by making us laugh. 

Our production, aimed squarely at making the play accessible and fun for all ages, has been a real joy to 
create – finding ways to tell the story that make a virtue of the outdoor setting and wide age range of our 
audience. More than anything we hope you have fun with us and that we both delight those who already 
love the play and convert some of those who fear theatre or Shakespeare might not be for them. 

Martin Berry        Shona Powell OBE 
Director of Participation, Nottingham Playhouse    Director, Lakeside Arts 
 

We would love to hear your thoughts via @LakesideArts and @nottmplayhouse. 
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